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Message from Mr. LaFrance 
Dear families and friends, 

Welcome to February- I’m hoping Punxsutawney Phil is correct with his prediction- 
come on spring! We are half way through our One School, One Book read of South 
Pole Pig, I hope you have been enjoying it. We have some fun family events 
planned in conjunction with our read along, please join us. (Don’t worry, we won’t 
quiz you on the book.) 

If you are one of the 95 people who have taken our 5 Essentials Survey, thank you! 
We work hard to review this data to see how we can continue to make our school 
even better. The survey closes February 15th; please take 15 minutes to take the 
survey. Our goal is 20% participation, which means we need at least 15-20 more 
people to participate. You can take the survey from your computer or mobile 
device, just go to http://survey.5-essentials.org/illinois/survey/parent. Thank you for 
your time and input! 

Parenting at our Best- In a family group I go to on Thursday evenings we have 
focused on modeling behavior with our children; when I say children, it can be your 
own, grandchildren, cousins, friends of your children. Often we may think that we 
don’t have the time, or there is no room in the day to add one more thing- but 
really, we model all the time!  

When we get up- We all have to get up at some point, use this time before school 
or on the weekend to set the tone for your kids’ day. Highlight their awesome skills 
and how they can use them to influence others, share what brings you joy, express 
gratitude for the mornings you have. 

At a meal- Whether you’re at home or out, go around the table and say one thing 
you are thankful for. This only takes a minute and can be bucket filling. Try once a 
week to even share some highs and lows; this will provide some additional 
meaningful conversation. 

Going places- This is a perfect opportunity to have their undivided attention; have 
conversations and resist the urge to let electronics fill these moments.  

Hanging out on couches- We can often spend some mindless hours here. Can I be 
more purposeful in this time? Grab a book, share a memory, or ask questions! 

At bedtime- Take a moment to read some, talk about the day, and notice their 
growth.  I feel like when I share this time I am amazed at just the physical growth of 
our kids- how does it go so fast? Resist the urge to take these small moments for 
granted, slow down and take this intentional time with your children. 

Mr. LaFrance 
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Recess News 

 

Students go outside for recess every day 
when the wind chill is 20 degrees or above, 
rain or snow permitting. Please be sure your 
child is dressed appropriately for 20 minutes 
of outdoor play every day. Students may 
not stay inside for recess unless they have a 
physician’s order. 

PTO 

 

PTO Meeting on February 7 from 6:30-7:30. 
Free childcare for ages 3 and up. Join us to 

discuss spring carnival plans! 

Box Top Competition 

Our Box Top competition will run February 1-
15. Send in your Box Tops (please clip them 
first before putting them in the baggie)! The 
top three classes will win popsicles! 

Parent’s Night Out 

Parents’ night out at Coffrin’s Martial Arts 
will be February 8 from 6-9:30. Drop off the 
kids for a fun evening and plan something 
fun for yourself! $15 per child, plus an 
additional $6 for pizza. Check out the flyer 
for details! 

Café News 

 

In the month of February we are having an 
art contest. Students can submit their art 
work to the café. This can be favorite meals 
or favorite foods- be creative! We will 
display the artwork in the café and will 
hand out prizes when the contest ends at 
the end of the month. 

Oakland Promise Council 

 

Save the date! 
 What: Oakland Promise Council trivia night 
 When: Friday, March 8th- 6:00-8:00pm 
 All proceeds will benefit Oakland Promise 

Council activities, including an after school 
tutoring program. Details and registration 
information coming soon. 

 Hope to see you there! 

Nurse’s Corner 

 

 Students who have a fever of 100 
degrees or above, diarrhea, a 
contagious rash or illness, or vomiting 
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should not attend school. They should 
be free of the illness or condition for 
24 hours before returning to school. 

o When you call your student in 
sick, please be as specific as 
possible. We have a student 
that is very immunosuppressed 
and we would like to keep 
students as safe as possible. 
Please report all illnesses like 
chicken pox, strep, and fevers 
to the school office. 

o Any medications (even Tylenol, 
Tums, cough drops, and throat 
lozenges) a child takes during 
the day at school must be 
ordered by a physician. Forms 
are available online or at 
school. Parents may come to 
school at any time to 
administer medication without 
a doctor’s order. 

 Encourage your children to wash 
their hands often, especially before 
eating, after going to the bathroom 
and anytime they cough or sneeze 
into their hands. 

 5th grade parents, this would be a 
great time to make your 
appointments for your school 
physical and vaccinations for junior 
high.  

 If you have any questions, please feel 
free to call or email me: Nurse 
Colleen @ 309-662-4302 or 
spaniolc@district87.org.  

Hoot at Home 

 

During the month of February, our students 
will be learning about the valuable skill of 
empathy. Empathy is the ability to 
understand and experience the feelings of 
others, and respond in helpful ways. 
Empathy will be our Golden Ticket Target 
this month. We will be watching for 
empathetic, kind, caring students. Below is 
a poster from our Second Step curriculum 
that helps children learn how to be 
empathetic, kind, and compassionate 
toward others. Review these steps with your 
children. Ask them how they can show 
empathy both at home and school.  
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Kindergarten Registration 

 
Starting 2/25 you can call the office at 309-662-
4302 to set up an appointment. Your student 
must be five years old on or before September 
1, 2019 to register for the 2019-2020 school year.  

For pre-registration you will need to bring the 
following: 

 Your child 
 An original certified birth certificate for 

your child 
 2 proofs of residency (a copy of your 

lease agreement or a recent utility bill 
with your name and address on it) 

 Any current physical and immunization 
records 

Mark  Your Calendar 

 

 March 7 
o Spring Pictures 
o PTO Meeting 

 March 8 
o Promise Council Meeting 

 March 13 
o School Board Meeting 

 March 22 
o 12:05 Dismissal 
o  

 March 25-29 
o Spring Break- No School 

Reading Goal 

 
Reading goal for 2018-2019 

150,000,000 Words 
Grade 2: 6,932,771 

Grade 3: 11,004,848 

Grade 4: 25,176,769 

Grade 5: 40,295,361 

Total: 83,409,749 
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February 2019  
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

     1 
 

2 
 

3 4 5 6 
Custodial 

Appreciation 
Day at Oakland 

 
3:15- Student 
Council 
Meeting 
 

7 
Flying Horse 
“If I had 
$100” due 
3:15- Book 
Club 
6:30- PTO 
Meeting 

8 9 

10 11 
NO 

SCHOOL 
School 

Improvement 
Day 

12 13 14 
Flying Horse 
“My 
Birthday” 
due 

 
Classroom 
Valentine 

Parties 

15 16 

17 18 
NO 

SCHOOL 
Presidents’ 

Day 

19 20 
3:15- Student 
Council 
Meeting 
 

21 
Flying Horse 
“St. Patrick’s 
Day” due 
3:15- Book 
Club 
 

22 23 

24 25 26 
5-8pm 
McAlister’s 
Deli Dine to 
Donate 

27 28 
Flying Horse 
“What 
makes me 
happy” due 
 

  

  


